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Overview

Á What is a web handler

Á What can you do with it

Á Where should you use it
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What is a Web Handler?
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OpenEdge Reference Architecture (OERA)

Presentation (UI) Enterprise Services (API)

Domain Services (*aaS)

Business Components

Data Access

Data Sources

Workflow Tasks Entities

Service Interfaces
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Service Interfaces

Á Service interfaces provide the translation layer between a request and the underlying 

business services

ÅRoute requests

Å Compose responses

Å Error handling

Á Provide authentication and authorization

Á Translate input / output formats to and from domain model

Å JSON/XML/text into ProDataSet/Temp-Table/objects

ÅData validation

Á Service interfaces are NOT business domain services or logic (like tax calculations, master 

data maintenance, order entry, etc.)
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Service Interface Approaches - REST 

WebHandler

REST (Mapped RPC)

Data Object (REST)

Å Formerly REST Services

Å Use GUI tool to map HTTP elements to 

program input/outputs

Å Flexible in URI paths

Å Formerly Mobile Services

Å Annotate certain methods (w/ particular 

signatures)

Å Very prescriptive

Å Programming model

Å URI paths

Å Creates Data Service Catalog as public API

11.2.0 11.3.0          11.4.0        11.5.0         11.6.0
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WebHandler

REST (Mapped RPC)

Data Object (REST)

Service Interface Approaches ïWEB

Å Associate an OOABL WebHandler class 

with a URI pattern

Å Very flexible

Å Do whatever you want in ABL code

Å URI is all yours too 

Å Create your own or use one of the in-the-

box WebHandlers

Å Extend and/or replace existing behaviour

11.2.0        11.3.0          11.4.0        11.5.0         11.6.0
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Service interfaces

PASOE Architecture  (11.6.0+)
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Business logic (ABL)

CustomerData.cls

EmployeeData.cls

REST ADAPTER

Transport /rest

Tech Java

Config .paar file

Artifacts EmployeeSvc.paar

Å Transform 

data

Å Validation

ÅRequest & 

response

Å Route 

requests

Å Error handling

PASOE Server Instance

WEB HANDLER

Transport /web

Tech ABL

Config openedge.properties

Artifacts ABL classes
EmployeeWebHandler.cls
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What is a web handler?

Á Tasks

ÅRouting: what program & function should be run

Å Parameter mapping: convert HTTP into ABL and back

Á OOABL implementation of Progress.Web.IWebRequest ċ for advanced use only

OpenEdge.Web.WebHandler ċ use this for new code

OpenEdge.Web.CompatibilityHandler ċ 'classic' WebSpeed

OpenEdge.Web.DefaultWebHandler ċ locked-out version

OpenEdge.Web.DataObject. DataObjectHandler ċ general purpose w/JSON config

Á OpenEdge.Web & OpenEdge.Net packages in $DLC/tty/netlib/OpenEdge.Net.pl

Á API doc at https://documentation.progress.com/output/oehttpclient/oe117

https://documentation.progress.com/output/oehttpclient/oe117


12

GET /schedule HTTP/1.1
Host: pugchallenge.org
Accept: application/ json

DELETE /schedule HTTP/1.1
Host: pugchallenge.org
Accept: application/ json

POST /register HTTP/1.1
Host: pugchallenge.org
Content - Type: application/ json

POST /feedback/session HTTP/1.1
Host: pugchallenge.org
Content - Type: application/ json

Routing requests

manage_sessions.p

register_attendee.p

provide_feedback.p

Web.ScheduleHandler

Web.FeedbackHandler


